GC516CR Far Out ! 
A cache in Zoetermeer’s Balij park with John Denver in mind
Optional parking coords: N 52° 02.657 E 004° 27.504 
The coordinates at the top of this page will bring you to a parking lot located centrally in this area. You can visit the city farm and/or the natural playground close by, have something to eat or drink, or else jump right in and start searching for the cache.
On 12 October 1997, John Denver died when his experimental plane plunged into Monterey Bay.

John Denver’s music is widely known and still evokes feelings of either love or, at people simply dislike it. His name is inextricably bound with Aspen, Colorado where he lived for much of his life. This cache is an ode to this man who is still sadly missed by his many fans.

This is a great area to spend time and enjoy the wonderful flora and fauna. The natural playground and city farm give children of all ages the chance to get fresh air and exercise while having a great time to boot. 

When strolling through this area along with fellow John Denver fan Michiel (whose apartment looks out over the area), we were struck by the natural beauty and tranquillity, by the sights, smells and sounds that nature has to offer.   

John Denver was, too, a nature enthusiast and he often sang of her beauty, sometimes combined in a song to someone he cherished. We still miss his concerts and, by way of addressing this loss, we conceived this Mystery to entice you, whether a John Denver fan or not, to come and see for yourself how beautiful it is here, so close to dense human habitation and yet giving you the feeling that you are out in unblemished nature.


In addition to this Mystery cache, you can do Wii-Search’s "In de ban van de Balij" or "Route du Balij"; giving you ample opportunity to cover the entire area and enjoy a lot of caching.

Below are some questions that will give you most of the North coordinates you need to find the cache. Then, starting from the parking lot, you will hike 1 to 3 kilometres, depending on your chosen route, passing a number of points where you will need to answer questions. The answers should provide you with the East coordinates and the final digits of the North coordinates.

First, print out the table below and fill in the answers to the following John Denver questions. 
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Here are the John Denver Questions:

A. Which American state proclaimed "Take Me Home Country Roads" as its state song in 2014?
B.  John Denver wrote a song that starts with "You fill up my senses" inspired by his first wife. What is her first name?
C. What is the title of the song Denver wrote in honour of Captain Jacques Cousteau?
D. What is the surname (last name) on John Denver’s birth certificate?
E. What was the name of the ill-fated spaceship launched in 1986, on which John Denver wanted to be the first civilian to travel into space?
F. What was the title of the song he wrote in honour of the crew soon after this disaster?
G. What is the name of the city in Colorado where John Denver lived for many years?
H. What was the first word of the name of the organisation launched by Denver in 1976? (Hint: it starts with “W”.)
J.  Who played God in the film "Oh God", in which John Denver also starred?

The questions A to J need to be calculated separately from the questions on location. Bring the table along to the starting location: you’ll need the answers later to find the cache.
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 Check the sum of the John Denver answers (K + L) using the link below. 
On the checker page, scroll down to the bottom and type your answer in the box next to "Antwoord"; if you see "Antwoord is GOED!", you've got it right, if you see "Antwoord is FOUT!", try again. 
 Click here for the checker.

Now let’s go for a strawl…


From the parking lot take a short walk to N 52° 02.648 E 004° 27.546 

M:  You should now be standing in front of a water level gauge. How many meters (rounded off) under “NAP” (Amsterdam Ordnance Datum) does the lowest line (just above the concrete) indicate? (Hint: the gauge is twelve meters tall.)
Walk past the city farm (Kinderboerderij De Balijhoeve ) to N 52° 02.702 E 004° 27.382

N: You are at the entrance to the natural playground (Speelbos De Balij). Here you should see a wooden carving of beautiful birds of prey. How many are there?

Wander over to N 52° 02.600 E 004° 27.407

P:  You are now at a little bridge with white handrails. How many bars support the handrail on just one side of the bridge?
Go to N 52° 02.558 E 004° 27.532 

Q: You see here a little viaduct above which, to the left and the right, several arches are located. How many arches are there in total? 
 
Your next coordinate is N 52° 02.442 E 004° 27.511 

R:  You are standing beside a bench by the water and here you see trees on islands. How many trees are there? 
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Take a moment to check the 5 location answers (M to R); the figures relating to the answers to the questions on this route should add up to = 52

Weather permitting, you can take a seat on the bench or the wall to the right and continue your calculations. If everything has gone okay, you should now have all the figures you need to determine the exact location of the cache.

Please note: When I ask for the word value, do not reduce the figure to a single figure (the “numerology” approach). I mean the real word value, be that a 1, 2 or 3-digit figure. 
This applies equally to the number of letters in the word(s).
* Calculate the word value for the answers to each of the John Denver questions and write the figure in the appropriate space in the table. Add these all up to get “K”. 

* Do the same for the number of letters; the total equals “L”.
* Count the number of John Denver questions; this is “S”.
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Take your printout of the table with the answers filled in to the geocaching site.

	Answers to the John Denver questions:
	Word value 
(do not “reduce” to 1 number)

	Number of letters 
(do not “reduce” to 1 number)


	A
	 
	 
	 

	B
	 
	 
	 

	C
	 
	 
	 

	D
	 
	 
	 

	E
	 
	 
	 

	F
	 
	 
	 

	G
	 
	 
	 

	H
	 
	 
	 

	J
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	+                     = K
	+                    = L

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Answers to on-location questions: 
	What ?
	Where ?

	 
	 
	 
	 

	M
	 
	Water level mark in meters
	N 52° 02.648 E 004° 27.546

	N
	 
	Number of eagles
	N 52° 02.702 E 004° 27.382

	P
	 
	Number of bars on 1 side
	N 52° 02.600 E 004° 27.407

	Q
	 
	Number of arches
	N 52° 02.558 E 004° 27.532

	R
	 
	Number of trees
	N 52° 02.442 E 004° 27.511

	S
	 
	Number of JD questions
	Online on the cache page


Now calculate the last 3 digits of the North coordinates as follows:

((K – L + S) : N ) + M  = T

Now on to the East coordinates

(P + Q + R) – M = U 
U + T = East coordinates. Now you can log the cache… [image: image5.png]


 

Cache location: N 52° 02._  _  _   E 004° 27._  _  _

Special thanks to The World of John Denver
for the coffee and hospitality while we were setting out this [image: image6.png]


cache;

and, naturally, to the parks warden from






who granted permission to place the cache here;

and to Fotogravin, who offered to help make the test calculation.

After you have logged the cache you may place the banner below on your profile page: 

http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v489/Darcy_65/Geocachen/Far_Out-banner.jpg
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I’d love it if you would write in the cache log which John Denver song you like best (assuming any).
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Wonld you please use more than just 4 digjits 7




